
Review “variation” studies
for keywords, MeSH terms,
and index terms that will
locate similar studies

Review literature for representative
studies that display discrepancies

List of studies with
“variations”

List of keywords,
MeSH terms, and
index terms

Chart the
keywords, MeSH
terms, and index
terms into a
concept map

Concept map with search terms

Brainstorm and extrapolate
additional terms into concept
map

Develop search
strategy for
PubMed

Translate search
strategy to
additional
databases

Search each database

List of databases to search

Search strategies for
each individual database:
- Database 1
- Database 2
- Database …
- Database N

Complete list of
studies from each
database

List of discrepancies among studies

Expanded concept map

Research question that
addresses a gap in the
literature

Determine inclusion
and exclusion criteria
that addresses
research question

Inclusion
criteria

Exclusion
criteria

PubMed
search
strategy

Search
PubMed for
studies

List of studies
from PubMed

List of studies from
PubMed in reference
manager

Load studies into
reference manager

Updated concept map

Update concept map

Additional search terms

Review studies for
additional search terms

Deduplicate PubMed studies

List of unique PubMed studies

List of new studies
from PubMed

Search PubMed for new
studies

Update search
strategy for
PubMed

Updated PubMed
search strategy

Select additional
databases to search

Search terms and
concept maps

Search strategies

Database
search

Reference management

Data informs next stage of methods

Key

Data

Data from previous stage of methods

Action

No data input action

Stage 2: Identify Relevant Studies


